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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

"Madeleine L’Eng’le." In Contemporary Authors Vol. 21., Joan E. Marecki

A short article with ]oiog’rapl’lical information about the author, and interesting facts about her writing.
"Madeleine L'Eng’le." In Dictionary o][ Literary Biograplty, Vol. 52., Maryg’ail G. Parker
A short article with ]oiog’rap]’lical information about the author, and interesting facts about her writing.
Presenting Madeleine L'Eng/e, Donald R. Hettinga

A beautiful book about Madeleine I’ Engle, her writing habits and style, her books and her

achievements.

Madeleine L’Eng/e Herse/][: Reﬂections on a Writing Life, Madeleine L’Eng’le and

Carole F. Cllase

Madeleine L'Eng/e {Hersel)(} comprises hundreds of L'Eng’le’s reflections on writing,

most shorter than a page and many illustrating’ her equal devotions to writing and

prayer. L'Eng’le believes in conat)orating’ with the subconscious mind. She believes that

what you need for a work will come to you. She believes not in writing for children, but

in retaining a childlike mind. And she believes it is her j0]3 to serve her work (thoug’}l

she claims trequently that she has "never served a work as it oug'tlt to be serve(]."). She listens to the
book she is writing, L'Eng’le says, just as she tries to listen in prayer. "If the book tells me to do
something‘ completely unexpecte(l, I heed it; the book is usually rig‘ht.” But don't think this means that
the work will write itself, and don't wait around to be inspired.’

UTOPIAN/DYSTOPIAN LITERATURE

< Utopia, Sir Thomas More
As an emissary for King Henry VIII, More toured Antwerp on a diplomatic mission, and while there,
he meets a young ambassador t)y the name of Rap]’lael. More goes on to detail his discussion with
Raphael, who details his conception of Utopia. Ultopia is primarily a social criticism of Eng‘land, but
it also depicts the ideals of a Utopian society: that it is uniform, sharing‘ language, customs,
institutions and laws, every citizen works six hours out of the twenty-tour, etc. A tamiliarity with this
book would be helptul in comparing the society of Camazotz to a Utopian society.

The Giver, Lois Lowry

In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no unemployment, and where every tamily is
happy, 12-year-olc1 Jonas is chosen to be the community's Receiver of Memories. Under the tutelage of
the Elders and an old man known as the Giver, he discovers the disturbing truth about his utopian
world and strug’g’les against the Weig’llt of its llyPOCl‘iSy. With echoes of Brave New World in this 1994
N ewt)ery Medal winner, Lowry examines the idea that people mig’llt treely choose to give up their
humanity in order to create a more stable society. Gra(lually Jonas learns just how costly this ordered

*

and pain-tree society can be, and t)olclly decides he cannot pay the price.

" Taken from Editorial Reviews on www.Amazon.com
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Anthem , Ayn Rand.

Ayn Rand's Anthem is a short dystopic novel about a man who escapes a society from which all
individuality has been squeezed. Its allegory is crudely transparent, and the ideas have lost their
political urgency. (Tlie book was put)lislieti in 1938, a decade before Orwell's 1984.) But Anthem
provities a g’ood introduction to Rand's philosopliy of "ot)jectivisin," which is built on in(livi(luality,

tree«iom, and reason.*

BEYOND A WRINKLE IN TIME:. COMPANION BOOKS AND RESOURCES

The Phantom TO//I?OOtll, Norton Juster.

A fanciful book filled with puns and humorous allusions about a small ljoy who finds himself on an
extraordinary journey after opening his mysterious t)irtl'ulay present. Along’ the way, he piclzs up a few
strange companions in their search for the princesses, Rl'iyme and Reason. He returns home, a much
better and kinder little ]ooy. His journey is a more basic outline and would be a great introduction to
A Wrinkle in Time.

Astronomy for Dummies

Iif you love the slzy but wonder how to make sense of it all, Astronomy For Dummies is your ticket to
cosmic lznowle(ige. From asteroids to black holes to red giants to white dwarts, this easy-to-understand
g’ui(ie takes you on a gran(i tour of the universe -- and shows you how to get the most out of
stargazing, planetarium visits, and other cool astronomical activities.

Complete with star maps and color PllOtOS, Astronomy For Dummies tlelps you : identity pianets and
stars, explore our solar system and the Millzy Way, and understand the Big Bang’, quarlzs, squarlzs and

more. *

A Guide for Using A Wrinkle in Time in the Classroom, John and Patty Carratello

This resource is directly related to its literature equivalent and filled with a variety of cross-curricular
lessons to do l)etore, during’, and after reading’ the book. This reproctucilale book includes sample
plans , author intorination, vocat)uiary Luilcling’ ideas , cross-curriculum activities , sectional activities
and quizzes, unit tests, and ideas for culminating’ and extencling the novel. [Taleen from Amazon.com|
Literature Circle Guide: A Wrinkle in Time , Tara McCarthy

This one-of-a-kind guide to running literature circles, based on Madeline L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time,
shows teachers how to organize small discussion groups that work! Includes stimulating questions and
writing prompts that motivate students to think and respond t}ioug’httuuy. As students dive into lively
discussions, tliey learn to i(ientity themes, analyze Vocat)ulary, recognize the author’s craft, and
responcl meaning’tully to the text (all of which meet state and national lang’uag'e arts stantiar(ls.) *

A Wrinkle in Time Stualy Guide, Teri Sliag'oury

Easy-to-use, reproducit)le lessons on literary terms, compre}iension and analysis , critical tliinizing’,
related scriptural principles, Vocat)ulary, activities, plus a complete answer lzey. *

OTHER WORKS BY THE AUTHOR

@ A Circle 0_)[ Quiet, Madeleine L7Eng'1e
A Circle of Quiet, put)lished in 1972, is my favorite of all of Madeleine L'Eng’le's books, and it is a hard

choice among such riches. More than any of her other books, it focuses on the process of writing, and

the power of the written word. And yet there is so much more to this indescril)at)ly rich journal. At
almost any page, there is an opportunity for reflection. L'Eng‘le's theology and cosmolog‘y weave
ttlroug'l'lout the entries, linlzing‘ astrophysics and myttlolog'y, Einstein and Bach. Stepping into this
circle of quiet sends the mind ﬂying. *
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Swlftly Ti/ting Planet, Madeleine LyEngle

Fitteen-year-old Charles Wallace Murry, whom readers first met in A Wrinkle in Time, has a little task
he must accornplisll. In 24 hours, a mad dictator will ctestroy the universe l)y declaring’ nuclear war--
unless Charles Wallace can go back in time to cllang'e one of the many Might-Have-Beens in history.
In an intricately layerecl and suspense[‘ul journey through time, this extraordinary young man
psycllically enters four different people from other eras. As he perceives through their eyes "what
mig’ht have been," he Leg’ins to comprellenti the cosmic sig’niticance and consequences of every living
creature's actions. As he witnesses first-hand the transformation of civilization from peacetul to
warring times, his very existence is threatened, but the alternative is far worse. *

A Wind in the Door, Madeleine L’Eng’le

There are (irag’ons in the twins' veg’etable g’arden," announces six-year-olti Charles Wallace Murry in
the opening sentence of The Wind in the Door. His older sister, Meg, doubts it. She tigures he's seen
sometlzing strange, but (irag'ons--a "dollop of clrag’ons," a "drove of drag’ons,” even a "drive of drag’ons"--
seem hig’hly unlilzely. As it turns out, Charles Wallace is rig’lit about the (irag’ons--tlioug’h the sea of
eyes (merry eyes, wise eyes, ferocious eyes, kitten eyes, drag’on eyes, opening and closing’) and wings
(in constant motion) is actuany a benevolent cherubim (ot a sing’ularly plural sort) named Prog’inoslzes
who has come to help save Charles Wallace from a serious illness. In her usual masterful way,
Madeleine L'Engle jumps seamlessly from a child's world of liverwurst and cream cheese sandwiches to
(ieeply sinister, cosmic battles between good and evil. Children will revel in the (ielecta]aly c}lilling’
(ietails--inclu(iing’ hideous scenes in which a school principal named Mr. Jen]zins is impersonate(i lay
the Echthroi (the evil forces that tear skies, snuff out lig’ht, and darken planets). When it becomes
clear that the Echthroi are putting Charles Wallace in dang’er, the only logical course of action is for
Meg and her dear friend Calvin O'Keefe to become small enoug‘h to go inside Charles Wallace's ]oody--
into one of his mitochondria--to see what's going wrong with his farandolae. In an illuminating flash
on the interconnectedness of all thing’s and the relativity of size, we realize that the tiniest prol)lem
can have mammotll, even interg’alactic ramifications. Can this intrepict group voyage throug’h time and
space and muster all their streng‘th of character to save Charles Wallace? It's an exllilarating‘,
enlig’htening, suspensetul journey that no child should miss.

INTERNET SITES

http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/Lincoln HS/Burleson/Lessons/Wrinkle/
This is un(iout)tecuy the best internet resource for teaching’ this book. This website includes resources
for the teacher, a final project for students, interactive activities for students, scientific l)aclzgrounti

and explanations , and information about every historical tig’ure mentioned in the book.
llttp://WWW.amazon.Com/exec/ot)i(los/ts/teature/6238/002-4961880-9199251

Entitled, “A New Wrinkle: A Conversation with Madeleine L'Eng’le ,” Karin Snelson from
Amazon.com interviews L'Engle from her Connecticut cottage. She spealzs about how thousands of
people, young and old, have said that Madeleine L'Eng’le's 1963 Newl)ery Medal-winning’ novel
cl'iang’e(i their lives. In A Wrinkle in Time, L'Engle was fearless enoug‘l’i to challeng’e her young readers
to consider time travel, tesseracts, battles between g‘ood and evil, and the very meaning of life. As a
result, the book was rejecte(l i)y every pui)lis}ler L'Eng‘le can think of. In 1998--the 35th anniversary
of her New]oery Medal--she was awarded the Margaret A. Edwards Award for her lifetime contribution
to teen literature. Totiay, she works as the writer in residence at the Cathedral of St. JO}ll’l the Divine,

and tours the seven continents giving lectures and conducting‘ writing worlzs}lops. *

http:/ /Www.minctsprine’ .com/ ~ilvoung’/ lene’le.htm# links
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A great resource for educators, this link contains a list of all other works l)y L’Eng‘le, as well as links
to other websites, and brief summaries of L’Eng‘le’s books.
llttp://www.sdcoe.lzlz.ca.us/score/leng’le/lengletgf.lltml

This is also a great site especially for the educator; itis a Cyl)erGuide to A Wrinkle in Time, and is

primarily a lesson plan for the novel with a complete description of materials, activities, web sites, and

assignment ideas. The assignments include a research report, a comparison/contrast paper, and a
database created Ly the students.
http: //pwl.netcom.com/ ~}1i smith/W ireFrame4/ tesseract.html

Shows what a model of a tesseract looks like. The website is interactive, and allows students to

manipulate the image of the model.

htt‘p: /[www. sparlznotes .com/ lit/ Wrinlzle/
An extensive summary and commentary on the novel itself; great as a refresher, and also has

interesting study questions and analyses of syml)olism, foresha(lowing’, and character synopses.
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